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By Cxartes Heron, A.B. 


Come all you real seamen bold, 
Whose hearts are still of honour’s mould, 
While a sad story I unfold 

About the launch Szaranria. 
Which little craft, so tight and brave, 
Your rights to claim and cause to save, 
Her skipper did launch, with a purpose 

staunch, 

And, with energy thai ne’er did tire, 
Fought till he had no shot to fire 

On board the launch Szararina. 


Your Union was scarce heard about 
When this tight boat on her cruise set out, 
All seamen's tyrants to shame and rout, 
The gallant launch Srararine. 
Shipowners’ papers, as ever, did lie, 
When Szararine straight at them did fly, 
And with brave attack, did drive them 
back. 
Though the owners laughed, and thought 
it stuff— 
They knew not the nature of men as tough 
As the skipper of Szararina. 


The seamen’s cause he did advance, 
And to their Union gave a chance, 
Thus all their hopes he did enhance 

By the aid of bis Szararme. 
And the Union strong and rich did grow, 
Till traitors got the thing in tow, 
Who, feeling now quite safe, d’ye see, 
Leave honour and gratitude on the lee, 
And the skipper may sink to the bottom of 

the sea, 
Along with his craft Szararine. 





Some ‘ Jacks in office,’ safe on land, 
In a snug dry berth ‘longside the Strand, 
With a purpose mean and underhand 
Would scuttle their friend Szararina. 
So seamen brave, take heed before 
You suffer a loss you must e’er deplore. 
Let each fill a glass to the seafaring class, 
Long life to the launch and her captain 
true, 
And confound the scurvy traitor crew 
Who would scuttle our good Szararina. 
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“SEAFARING” CRISIS 


SINK OR SWIM? 


SEAMEN. SUPPORT US. 





On page 6 we repeat again this week, 
for the benefit of readers who were then 
at sea, much of our article appeal- 
ing to the seamen against the decision of 
the Executive Council of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union. The numerous and 
cordial replies which we have received 
prove, as we expected, that the sympathies 
of the seamen are with us, and the action 
of the Executive is indignantly denounced 
as shameful and treacherous. The Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union has for some time 
been going down, owing to Mr. J. H. 
Wilson’s policy and the greed, ignorance, 
and insolence of some of its officers, and 
the robberies commitied by others. The 
Union no longer represents the majority 
of the seamen of the country, and the 
Union, having shamefully defrauded 
Sxarakina, is perfectly capable of defrauding 
the seamen, and has inded dome so. 
It is, therefore, the duty of all honest 
men, and especially of seamen and 
their friends, to denounce and expose the 
Union until it mends its ways and is purged 
of the robbery and fraud at present being 
perpetrated within it. 


To give in full all the expressions of 
sympathy we have received would be to 
exceed the limits of our space, but the 
following specimens will serve to show that 
there is a considerable weight of opinion on 
our side :— 


OPINIONS. 


A captain of the Royal Navy says 
that the split is the best thing that ever 
happened to Szararine, which is now free 
to represent the seafaring class instead of 
the comparatively small minority who 
belong to Wilson’s Union. 


Mr. Plimsoll desires to be entirely im- 
partial in the matter, pointing out that he 
has never interfered in the business 
of the Union, and he holds the office of 
president on the condition that he is not 
responsible for the business transactions of 
the Union nor how the men’s money is 


spent. 





residents of the 
nion we have re- 


From two Branch 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s 








ceived kind letters supporting Sxararmae 
and condemning the action of the Executive 
Council in stopping supplies. One of these 
presidents says :—I think the Union never 
made a greater mistake. I have been 

inking for some considerable time that 
the Union was out of its depth. Its throw- 
ing you overboard will finish it completely. 
You should sell Szarauine to shipowners. 
You need not sell yourself with it, but you 
cannot afford to be ruined altogether. It’s 
worth money is Szaranrine, and if I did not 
see my way clear to continue it I should 
sell it to the highest bidder. 


The Workman's Times, in a leading 
article this week, says, It does seem hard 
that Mr. Cowie should so suddenly have his 
support cut from under him ; and we trust 
that the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, if 
they are under any legal or moral obligation 
to Mr. Cowie and to Srararine, will not 
stand by and see them both ruined. If they 
do, it will be a black mark against them for 
ever. 


The Army and Navy Gazette says :-— 
The officials of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union we have never held in high esteem, 
and their recent treatment of Mr. Cowie, 
the editor of their organ Szarasine, proves 
that we had judged them aright. After 
allowing this gentleman to spend his time 
and his money in the cause for which they 
are supposed to be labouring, they have 
withdrawn their promised support and help 
at a crucial time in the history of his paper, 
and now seek to crush the man who has 
more largely than any other contributed to 
make the Union what it is. The lot 
of the merchant seamen is more often 
than not a poor one. He has many 
grievances which stand in need of remedy, - 
some of which are a crying shame to the 
nation. Whatcould be done to improve his 
condition, to make him a better citizen, to 
give both himself and the country a clearer 
notion of his value as a factor in the stability 
of the empire, has often been eloquently 
and succinctly set forth by Mr. Cowie in his 
paper, which, although subsidised by the 
Union, has never been a blind supporter of 
the vagaries of its officials. Probably this 
is the cause for the present action of these 
officials— an action of which no honest body 
of men could be proud, and which must 
make every sailor they pretend to represent 
feel that shame has been done to his cloth. 





One of the officials of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union writes to the editor of 
Szararina :—Respected Sir, I am asked to 
oblige two of our members with two of last 


(Continued on page 4) 
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An Edinburgh butcher named Wright has been 
fined £20 for exposing or selling the unsound car- 
case of a bullock. For the prosecution it was stated 


that the bullock died from anthrax, and thata | 
man who had been inoculated by the virus had } 


died. The Sheriff said that had the prosecution been 
under the Act of 1891 he would have made the sen- 
tence imprisonment without the option of a fine. 

Lydia A. Walker, a girl of 17, residing at 
Catamus, Wisconsin, is now declared to be insane. 
She was caught in the act of setting fire to a neigh- 
bour’s barn, and had to be knocked down with a 
club before she would submit to arrest. She con- 
fessed to having committed 15 deeds of outlawry 
in Catamus a the past three months, including 
the mutilation of much valuable live stock, the 
burning of a schoolhouse, and the destruction of 
other property. 

In Illinois sparrows are being slaughtered in 
thousands. On the lst of December the bill offer- 
ing a bounty for dead ones became law, and at 
the close of that month the clerk of St. Clair 
County had issued bounty warrants for 1,285 birds 
killed within the city alone. It is supposed that 
not fewer than 10,000 have been killed all over the 
country during the month. Two cents are paid for 

bird—one penny English money. The destruc- 
tion done by sparrows to the crops during the last 
two years led to legislation on the subject. 

Penally Church, a mile and a-half from Tenby, 
one of the most interesting of the old South Pem- 
brokeshire churches, was partiall — by fire 
on Saturday night, it is sup through the over- 
heating of the flues of the heating apparatus, which 
is situated near the east end of the building. The 
church has recently been fitted with electric light 
at the expense of the Mayor of Tenby, who 
resides in the parish. The Tenby Volunteer Fire 
Bri, was summoned, and rendered valuable 
assistance in extinguishing the flames. 

Some natives who have arrived at Cairo from 
Omdurman report that the Khalifa Abdulla was very 
wroth when he found that Father Ohrwalder and 
the two Austrian nuns had made their escape. 
He sent'aaumber of men on camels in pursuit of 
the fugitives ; but they came back without having 
seen anything of the Father and his companions. 
The Khalifa accused his other European captives of 
having aided the escape, and for a few days kept 
them in close confinement; but he afterwards 
allowed them the same measure of relative freedom 
as they had enjoyed before. 

William Evans, a shepherd in the employ of 
Mr. John Thomas, Cwmloch, Beddgelert, North 
Wales, went out, as usual, a few mornings ago, to 
tend a flock of sheep entrusted to his care. He had 
to walk along the ks of the river Colwyn, and 
as snow covered the ground to a great depth it was 
a matter of great difficulty. As he did not return 
to the farmhouse at the usual time for his dinner, 
a party, including his father and two brothers, 
set out in search of him, and to their horror he was 
found dead on the bank of the river not far from 
Glaslyn, but closely watched by his faithful dog, 
which was howling pitifully. 

The Rev. Canon Granger, a well-known Irish 
clergyman, some time ago presented an extensive 
collection of antiquities, valued at £12,000, to the 
Belfast Free Library. The canon died last August, 
and to assist a public subscription for a memorial 
portrait of the deceased, two contribution boxes were 
placed inside the library building. These were 
opened the other day by the city officials, and were 
found to contain nine library free tickets, 11 pieces 
of blotting paper, a piece of blacklead pencil, five 
small buttons, a poition of a bad halfpenny, a 
lucifer match, a spurious farthing, a brass ticket, 
and 5s. 2d. in coppers and silver. 

A et from Kansas City states that Robert 
Helper, the man who murdered his mistress, 
Mrs. Goodley, and their child, has been hanged by 
a yy of lynchers from Boston County. The mob, 
which numbered 200 armed men, surrounded the 
peel. broke in the doors, seized Helper, and hanged 

to a tree near by. The mob was composed of 
rough characters, who are a terror to the county. 
On their way to the gaol a party of them robbed 
an express-car, but obtained little plunder. Later 
on @ negro policeman attempted to put two of the 
men under arrest, and was shot dead by them. A 
of officers went in pursuit of the robbers, and 

in @ skirmish shot one of them and wounded another. 

Cardinal Manning’s burial-place at Kensal Green 
was on soe | visited by many thousands of people. 
At the head of the grave is placed a large knot of 
violets with a small cross of lilies of the valley, 
sent, it is reported, by the Queen. Amongst the 
other floral tributes is a wreath from Mr. Michael 
Davitt. 

The catalogue of Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, shews that the university has now 
3,021 students, including those of the summer school 
the number in the college proper being 1,456. An 
unusually large number are taking a post-graduate 
course, and the law and medical schovls are also 
— rous beyond precedent. The scholarship 
unds now amount to £240,000, yielding an annual 
income of £14,000; and the libraries of the univer- 
sity contain 395,970 volumes. 





THE EARNEST APPEAL 


On behalf of the Rank and File of the 
Royal Navy. é 


A Naval Member of Parliament (of flag 
rank) has, after careful inquiry and con- 
sideration, undertaken to hand to the First 
Lord of the Admiralty the following 
Memorandum, asa statement of the warrant 
officers’ views and wishes, with reference to 
the “earnest appeal,” in which they claim 
the establishment of positions in the Rvyal 
Navy which can be attained by the rank 
and file, having equal status, pay and 
allowances to those obtainable by the rank 
and file in the sister service. This proposal 
has been agreed to (by signature) by nine- 
tenths of their number. 

It must be apparent that by the estab- 
lishment of the positions asked for, a future 
will. be opened to the best of the petty 
officers and men, and cannot but result in 
the attraction of the flower of the youth of 
this country to the most popular of services 
uader the Crown. 

MEMORANDUM. 


They now entirely disclaim the desire 
expressed by themselves some time back, 
and by some of their advocates since, for 
substantive rank, or to have the various 
grades of the service thrown open to them. 

They state that during the first ten years 
as warrant officers they are continually 
learning the duties of watch - keeping 
navigation, etc., which fit them for those 
positions in which some of them are placed, 
especially on board small craft; and it is 
only when they have been some ten years 
in that rank, and find they have no hope 
of any improvement in their position, »o 
matter what they do, for a further period of 
some twelve years on the average, that they 
begin to feel despondent. They de not 
consider that the present regulation giving 
possible promotion to the rank of lieutenant 
for ‘distinguished gallantry in action ” is 
of any practical benefit. They do not 
think gallantry in action by any means the 
best test of their fitness for higher positions; 
besides which, such a very small number 
ever get an opportunity of displaying it. 
They have no wish for any general pro- 
motion of their class to the lieutenant’s 
line ; but they submit that it would be a 
great encouragement if this were possible 
for a few young men, selected for other 
reasons than mere gallantry, upon their 
passing all the examinations undergone by 
the regular officers of the Executive line. 
They have no wish to see them promoted 
without such examinations. 

They state that the general body of 
warrant officers would be perfectly con- 
tented :— 

1. If the rank of “chief” gunner, 
boatswain, or carpenter, were attainable 
after ten years seniority as warrant officer, 
and carried with it the rank (honorary for 
executive, relative for civil officers) of sub- 
lieutenant and distinctive uniform. This 
rank to be given only to men of thoroughly 
approved character and capacity, after pass- 
ing such examinations as may be decided 
upon by the Admiralty. The warrant 
officers upon this, remark, the severe 
examination which the young men would 
be willing to pass should not be applied to 
those who have already served sufficiently 
long to entitle them to the suggested 
promotion, if this proposal is adopted. 

2. If a further rank of “ Fleet” gunner, 
boatswain, or carpenter were attainable by 
officers of approved character and capacity 





after twenty years’ seniority as an officer 
(i.e, warrant officer and “ chief”) with the 
rank (honorary for executives, relative for 
civil officers) of lieutenant, and a corres- 
ponding distinction in uniform. The test 
examination for “ chief ’’ should also qualify 
for the rank of “ Fleet,” and they suggest 
that a warrant officer should be permitted 
to pass this examination at any time after 
attaining five years’ seniority. 

3. If such improvements were granted 
in pay, pensions, widow’s pension, compen- 
sation allowances, etc., as would raise their 
position in all respects to something like 
that of the quarter-master, riding-master, 
etc., of the Army, with whom they consider 
they may fairly compare themselves. 

They point to these and others whom they 
consider of similar rank and social standing 
in the Army, asnotonly getting much higher 
rates of pay and pension, but as attaining 
these advantages with much less service. 
The tables over-leaf show, for instance, that 
while the quarter-master or riding-master 
obtains the rank of honorary lieutenant at 
an average age of 35 years, and with an 
average of 19 years’ service, the warrant 
officer in the Royal Navy obtains the rela- 
tive rank of sub-lieutenant at an average 
age of 50 years, after 34 years’ service. 
While‘ the quarter-master and _ riding- 
master get the rank of honorary 
captain at an average of 45 years’ 
of age and 2) years of service, the 
naval warrant officer has no further step to 
look to while on active service. To com- 
parison of pay, taking the line regiments 
only, shows altogether in favour of the 
Arm, and this more so when it comes to 
widow’s pension, for while the widow of the 
officer of the Army under consideration 
can get £70 a year, a warrant officer's 
widow can never get as much as half that 
sum (£30 being the maximum). Again, 
the army officer gets £10 to £14 compas- 
sionate allowance for every child, while the 
children of the warrant officer in the Navy 
get no compassionate allowance at all. It 
may be remarked also that the honorary rank 
of lieutenant with which some ‘ chief” 
gunners, boatswains, and carpenters retire, 
carries with it no increase’ of pensicn or 
allowance of any kind. 

The warrant officers consider that there 
are many positions now open to and filled 
by senior warrant officers, as in the dock- 
yards, steam regerve, etc., which would be 
quite sufficient for the employment of 
“ Fleet” officers, also that these officers 
would certainly not think such positions 
derogatory to the higher rank they would 
hold. 

As to mess, they would be quite willing 
to remain as they are, unless invited to mess 
in the ward-room. On its being pointed 
out that this might Jead to some invidious 
comparisons, they state that it now some- 
times occurs in small vessels abroad that 
the warrant officers are so invited, and do, 
as a matter of fact, mess in the ward-room ; 
but they quite accept the difference between 
this and messing as a matter of right in the 
ward-room of a big ship, and that they 
would be perfectly content with the above 
solution of the question. 

It seems that some scheme, by which 
many of the duties now devolving upon 
lieutenants, could be undertaken by warrant 
officers trained more especially with that 
view from the commencement of their war- 
rant officer’s time, might materially assist 
in the solution of the most difficult problem 
with which the Navy has to deal at present 
—the adequate supply of junior officers. 
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TREES OF PROMOTION, 














ARMY. NAVY. 
Genecal. PRESENT SYSTEM. PROPOSED SCHEME, 
| —— meee 
QUARTER MASTER. 2 GARRISON “ Fleet’ Gunner, Boat- 
OR RIDING MASTER | ARTILLERY. swain, or Carpenter. 
—s —_— * (Hon. or Relative rank of Lieu- 
Hon. Major, Major, Major, j tenant.) The average age would be 
. ; , 47 years, with about 21 years, 
Hon. Captain, Captain, Captain, j service. 
(Age 45 years, 29 years’ FRE 
service.) Chief Gunner, Boatswain, “ Chief ” Gunner, Boat- 
“ ; , or Carpenter Swailb, or Carpenter. 
Hon, Lieutenant, Lientenant, Lieutenant, : 
“ (Hon. or Relative rank of Sub- 
(Age 35 years, 19 years (Age 50 years, | Lieutenant.) The average age 
service.) about 34 years’ service.) would be 37 years, with about 21 
years’ service, 10 as a W.O. 
_ s 
Warrant Officer, Warrant Officer, 
Warrant Officer, Petty Officer, Petty Officer, 
Sergeant, 
Private, Able Seaman, Able Seaman, 
Bugler, Boy. Boy. 
NoTE.—The Boy in the Navy cannot hope to rise beyond the rank of 
“Chief” Gunner, Boatswain, or Carpenter, nor to that rank under an 
average age of 50 years. It is proposed to make the present rank of 
*° Nots#.—In the Army the Bugler, on obtainiag Non-Oommissioned rark, ‘Chief ” attainable at 10 years seniority as Warrant Officer, and create the 
has three roads open to him, and may attain to any of the ranks above ranks of “ Fleet Gunner, Boatswaiu, and Carpenter, for Officers who have 
Warrant Officer. served a further 10 years in the “ Chief ” rank. 
Pa 


It has been assumed that, in both Army and Navy, the Boy was 16 years of age on joining. 





QUARTER MASTERS AND RIDING MASTERS—ARMY. 





Daily rate of Pay in- | Allowance 




















coll tired : , : Ordinary Com- 
Average Age Average Age creased to maximum | for Oatfits 7 ire — we passionate Allowance 
and Service on on: eedabade Uniform by Periodical Incre- jon 1st Pro- ay. ension. | for each Child 
obtaining seat atep 8 " |ments Quinquennially)) motion to , 
ee Min. Max. Comm. | Max Min. Max. | Min. Max. 
| Bank, | 
oe ee ee ie J | | 
Quarter Master Quarter Master Horse Artillery and Cavalry. per ann, | perann. | per apn. | per.ann. | per enn. 
or or ‘ 
Riding Master Riding Master pode 10s. 6d. 16s. 6d, £150 
(Hon. Lieut.) (Hon. Captain.) Officers ' £200 £40 £70 =| = £10 £14' 
Average Average of the ponte ‘ : 
35 years of age 45 years of age wake Line Regiments, 
and about and about h : , } | 
19 years service. 29 years service. 9s. 15s. £10C | | } 
) ] } 








PRESENT HIGHEST POSITION OBTAINABLE —NAVY. 








“ Chief” Gunner, | | 
Boatswain, or NO FURTHER 




















Carpenter Much | 
(Rank with =| STEP inferior to | 
but after that of | 93. 9s, Nil. £150 £25 £30 Nil. | Nil. 
Sub-Lieut.) WHILE their equals 
About 50 years in rank. 
of age, and SERVING. 
| 





34 years service. 





PROPOSED FOR WARRANT OFFICERS OVER 10 YEARS’ SENIORITY—NAVY. 











| | 

‘6 Chief” Gunner, “ Fleet ” Gunner | 

Boatswain, or | Boatswain, or | 

Carpenter. | Carpenter. | 

*(Honorary or ‘*(Honorary or rela- As for | 

Relatiev rank tive rank other | 
of Sub.-Lieut.) of Lieutenant) — 93. 15s. t£75 £200 £40 £60 £9 £12 

° 
Average Average the same 
37 years of age and|47 years of age and rank 

"about | about ; 

21 years service 3L years’ service. 

(10 as W.O.) . | 























This proposal provides for the promotion only of Officers of thoroughly approved character and capacity, and has been concurred in (by signature) by nine- 
tenths of the total numbers on the active list in 1891. 

Those Officers «hose chara-ter and capacity are not satisfactory should remain Warrant Officers as at present. 

*Honorary rank for executive Officers, Relative rank for Officers of civil branch, 

¢This sum is put at £75 instead of £100 as for the Army, as Naval Warrant Officers receive £25 for outfit on promotion to that rank, 
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week’s Szararinc. Sir, I can assure you 
they and other members, also myself, are 
taken by surprise to think of the step our 
last Government meeting has taken 
towards our noble paper. I hope and 
trust they will be sorry for the action they 
have taken towards our greatest cham- 
pion —the Srararivae paper. In my 
opinion, and tke opinion of all sensible 
seamen that I come in contact with, in 
their conversation they say as myself, that 
it is one of the dirtiest tricks that they 
have done towards our editor. Since the 
formation of our Union, we all know that 
the cause of our success has been through 
your paper. Had the Executive have done 
what in my opinion is right, they would 
have taken the feelings of the whole of the 
members right through the United Kingdom, 
I guarantee that our same Szararine would 
have been our choice for ever, by a good 
majority. 

The Cork Examiner referring to the 
arbitrary conduct of the Executive, says 
considerable dissatisfaction exists as to the 
Executive of this Union. The members are 
mostly afloat, and therefore they cannot 
efficiently control what is done by the 
central body, who are practically autocratic 
and irresponsible. 





The secretary of the Dover Branch of 
the Associated Shipwrights’ Society, writing 
on behalf of that Branch, says:—We hope 
Sxararine is not going to stop, asit is worth 
double its cost. It gives us what no other 
paper can give, and to think of losing it 
means darkness again to Dover shipwrights. 
Let us hope it will fly its colours as long as 
there is a paper in England. 





A Branch secretary of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen's Union, writing on Jan. 24, says: — 
The shock I have just received by the 
arrival and perusal of Srararme has quite 
frightened away the influenza that I have 
been suffering from this last fortnight. It 
is a great disappointment to me and many 
more here, and to show you our apprecia- 
tion of Szarania, I will thank you to send 
me double the number every week, as I 
have an order by my private friends in 
addition to our own Union. Trusting the 
stranding of our little vessel is only tem- 
porary. 

The president of the Chatham Branch 
of the Associated Shipwrights’ Society, 
writes : —‘‘I was very sorry indeed when I 
learnt of the action of the Executive Council 
of the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union, in 
their extraordinary decision. How far such 
a decision is warranted, I am noi able to 
judge, but this I will say, the paper has 
been an able exponent of their cause. I will 
not say any more on this question, only to 
wish that the paper will not fall through.” 





Sm,—I was both surprised and grieved 
when I heard that your splendid paper had 
been thrown overboard by the Executive 
Council of the Union. On more than one 
occasion some of the leaders have acted any- 
thing but like friends of the cause, but one 
could hardly have believed that sane men 
could ever have come to sucha rash conclusion 
as to decide to discard a paper which has at 
all times so fearlessly advocated the cause of 
seamen. If they think that the with- 
drawal of their support from Szararmne 


will swell their exchequer, I fear they will 
be mistaken and have to look in some other 
direction, where expenditure could be cur- 
tailed without danger to the Union, which, 
without the support of your paper, will, I 
fear, be like a steamer in mid-ocean with 
three blades of a four-bladed propeller 
gone. But I trust that even yet the Execu- 
tive will a'ter their decision, or be compelled 
to do so by the members who, I feel fully 
convinced, wil' not allow a pape~ to founder 
which has done far more to bvild up the 
Union than all te oratory of the profes- 
sional agitators who live off its funds; and 
I trust the members will see before it be 
too late that those in authority are less 
impulsive in the future than they have been 
in the past, or they may wake up some 
morning to find their Union smashed, not 
by the Federation, but their own leaders.— 
I am, etc., 
J. F. Davivson, 





A shipwright dating from Norwich, 
writes: ‘ Sm,—TI was truly sorry to see your 
announcement in the current issue of Sra- 
FARING, v€ the action of the Executive of 
the N.A.S.&F. U. The paper had un- 
doubtedly began to do good for the 
A. 8. Society, and I venture to think that 
there are many of the last-named Society 
who would be truly sorry to see the publica- 
tion suspended. For my own part, I think 
it a very “important matter,” and would 
suggest thet the shipwrights be immediately 
canvassed as to the advisability of offering 
material assistance until the difference 
between yourself and the N. A.S. & F. U. 
is satisfactorily arranged (as I cannot think 
the seamen will agree to drop the paper 
overboard.) Hoping you may find many 
friends among the A.S. S., and that you 
may soon gain smoother water, I remain, &c. 


The South Wales Daily News says :— 
As the explanation of the Council’s action 
appears to be a desire to economise the 
funds of the Union, it looks as though the 
parchment and paper tickets of the Ship- 
ping Federation were beginning to have 
their effect, and that the insurance scheme 
is not being neglected by the class for whom 
it was designed. 


The Dundee Advertiser says : — Mr. 
Cowie’s appeal from the Executive to the 
seamen themselves has been so heartily 
responded to that either the Executive will 
have to make some terms to keep SzaraRine 
going or there will be a serious split in the 
Union, Mr. Cowie having sunk over £1,000 in 
the concern, and declined to be bought up 
by the opposition when the Executive with- 
drew the financial support of the Union 
from the paper. But Mr. Cowie may have 
to part with the paper. in which case it 
would probably fall into the hands of ship- 
owners hostile to the Union. The matter 
is therefore a serious one for the seamen as 
well as for Mr. Cowie. 





The Western Morning News says :— 
Differences have arisen between the Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union and Ssararrna, the 
paper started in 1888 by Mr. Archibald 
Cowie, a sailor belonging to a well-known 
professional family, who developed into a 
journalist, and was well known at Exeter 
and Bath in that capacity. It was the 

aper that practically put on its feet the 
| Union, which, obtaining Mr, Plimsoll as its 








head, managed to influence both shipowners 
and the Government in securing better 
treatment for seamen. For its services 
SraraRInc was adopted as the organ of the 
Union. There has been a dispute, and the 
subsidy has been withdrawn. Mr. Cowie 
spent a lot of money on the paper in raising 
it to its present position, and, consequently, 
is at a loss. He has appealed from the 
Executive to the seamen themselves, and 
has many promises of support. 


Captain Luccock, late secretary of the 
Shipmasters’ and Officers’ Union, writes: 
Archibald Cowie never has proved traitor 
to his tenets in Szarartne. Never mind, old 
man. There are now 30,000 officers at your 
back. Nil desperandum. Here’s the right 
hand of friendship and sympathy. 


Sir,—While following the sea as a pro- 
fession, I often wondered why we sailors, 
the pride and mainstay of British commerce, 
were unrepresented in the press. I wished 
that sailors had a paper published solely in 
their interest—a paper that would enable 
them to air their grievances, and generally 
to interchange ideas and promote the wel- 
fare of their class. The real merchant 
Jack, how little understood, how little cared 
for, who being treated as an inferior being 
(to man) on board, too often behaved as a 
beast on shore, and laid himself open to be 
fleeced by the first landshark, who 
seized him as he stepped ashore. 

In 1888, I chanced to pick up Szararine 
on a bookstall (only a few issues had then 
appeared.) Here was my wish realised, 
and as you, Sir, may remember I not only 
wrote to the paper, but also sought you 
out to tender you my personal thanks for 
the work you had so nobly begun. Then 
the formaiion of the Union was mooted, 
and I felt that better days were in store for 
seamen generally. Portraits and biographies 
of J. H. Wilson & Co. followed in quick 
succession, and “nobodies” were written 
up by you, Sir, uniil they became ‘“ some- 
bodies ” (at least in the eyes of their ship- 
mates who p!aced them in office), and these 
were the men who were to guard the 
interests of the new-born Union. Through 
the efforts of the paper its popularity 
increased, and the seaman’s prospects were 
full of hope. 


Alas! Mismanagement and corruption 
have blighted this hope (at least for a time) 
and those who were appointed to guard the 
interests of the sailer, crown their ill-deeds 
by an act of unmitigated treachery, by 
abandoning to her fate Szarartnc. Who 
will say that men who have thus betrayed 
their staunch supporter Szararme, will not 
betray (if they have noi already done s0) 
the interest of Union seamen, who put 
them into office and entrust them with the 
handling of vast sums of hard-earned 
money? I ask every honest seamen to 
support Szararine as a constant and trust- 
worthy friend, and thus condemn the last 
paltry act of their representatives. Wilson 
claims to have made the Union. Will 
he break it when the time serves. 
Trusting you may weather your present 
difficulties.—Yours etc., Ex A.B. axp Sus- 


‘SORIBER TO SEAFARING FROM THE Starr.” 





The Morning Advertiser says :—The 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union appears to be 
entering upon another struggle of a serious 
nature. The Union, which was started in 
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1887 at Sunderland, remained a_ local 
affair till in 1888 Szararme, a paper for sea- 
men, was started, and put the seamen of 
the various ports into touch with each 
other and tie Union. After that the 
Union spread from one port to another, 
and getting Mr. Samuel Plimsoll to act as 
president, became a national organisation, 
which the men raliied round till its income 
reached as high as £2,000 a-week, and 
its power was so great that it raised the 
men’s wages by 40 to 50 per cent., men 
being unable to find employment unless 
they belonged to it. Then the Shipping 
Federation came into existence, and checked 
the power of the Union. Struggles 
have been going on between the two 
ever since. The Union has naturally 
suffered. But a struggle of a very 
different kind is now threatened. The 
support given by the Union to Sraraninc 
has been stopped by a decision of the 
Executive of the Union. Whether the 
Executive has the power, in the face of 
agreements, to stop that support may be a 
question. Srararrme having appealed from 
the decision of the Executive of the Seamen’s 
Union to the seamen themselves, there is a 
split in the concern. It appears that the 
proprietor of Sxrararmva has sunk over 
£1,000 in the paper, which has been con- 
ducted entirely in the interests of the Union 
and of the seamen, while all other persons 
associated with the movement have been 
paid for their services. This gives Szararina 
a strong claim on the gratitude and support 
of the seamen ; therefore, considering all 
the circumstances of the case, it is expected 
that the majority of the men will support 
the paper against the Executive, and the 
dispute may cause a serious rupture in the 
Union. 


Str,—It was with deep regret that I read 
in my Szarartne of Saturday last, the decision 
of the Executive Council of the Sailor's and 
Firemen’s Union. Whena large number of 
the members of the Associated Shipwrights’ 
Society decided to take in your useful little 
paper I became one of its readers, and I can 
truthfully say that it has given me very 
great pleasure. It was also very inter- 
esting to read the information given in 
Szararine of all our ships that were home- 
ward bound, and I feel sure that many, a 
very great many, of our seafaring friends 
must regret to see that you have been 
compelled to leave out of last week's 
paper, this very useful information. 
How many a loving wife would read, with 
eyes glistening with tears of joy, the name 
of ship amongst the homeward bounders 
that would bring back to her arms the bread- 
winner of herself and little ones. Itisa 
picture that cannot be painted with the pen ; 
it is only left for poor mortals like myself 
to’imagine the feelings of a loving wife 
under the circumstances. And I do think 
that there are hundreds of our seafaring 
brothers who will still retain their connec- 
tion with this paper, if only for the sake of 
their friends and relations they leave behind 
at home. And those of your readers who, 
like myself, wish Szararina every success, 
can only hope that the EC. of the Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union may see their way 
clear to rescind the resolution that 
has caused this drawback to the 
organ of the seafaring class.—I remain, 
yours, etc., G. Hirst, 

V.-P. Chatham. Branch, 
Associated Shipwrights’ Society. 
Chatham, Jan. 27, 1892. 





ASSOCIATED SHIPWRIGHTS’ 
SOCIETY. 


The President of the Chatham Branch 
writes :—We are very proud of the conduct 
of our brothers at Portsmouth for objecting 
to admit the established man referred to in 
your issue of the 16th. We think that those 
as well as others should be compelled to do 
something to support their trade. Our 
Branch is now 153 strong, and out of that 
there is only one established man joined as 
yet ; but no doubt, after what our brothers 
at Portsmouth have done, it might have the 
effect of inducing some of them to join. We 
have been rather busy here of late signing 
our names on paper against classification 
on this business. Again, our established 
friends do not care to sign, especially those 
with the maximum rate of pay in one 
department. This fact has been especially 
noticeable in the gunnery and torpedo de- 
partment. This department has hitherto 
been called the intelligent department on 
account of the particular work done there. 
But I think their recent action in refusing 
to sign against classification should no 
longer entitle them to be called intelligent 
men. There are about 30 or 40 men em- 
ployed in this department, and with one 
exception they refused to sign against the 
system of classification. These men seem 
to care nothing about their fellowmen. 
They themselves happen to be fortunate 
to get the maximum rate, but admit by their 
actions they do not care one rap for their 
less fortunate brother, who, probably, if 
abilities had to be tested, would not come 
through the ordeal so successful. 





An accident happened on board ‘H.M.S. 
Blake, completing for sea. A painter who 
was painting the inside of some comings 
from the deck, over-balanced himself, and 
falling a distance of 14 feet was seriously 
hurt. He, having fractured his skull at the 
back of his head, is reported dead. He 
leaves a wife and family. 


We congratulate our Portsmouth friends 
on the magnificent sums they are receiving 
above their regular wage on the sheathing 
of the Royal Arthur. The Barfleur, a fast 
cruiser, is to be sheathed here, and some 
two months ago Mr. G. Peach, the chief 
measurer here, was sent to Portsmouth to 
be instructed in prices, etc., in connection 
with the sheathing of the Royal Arthur. 
I have no doubt the same thing will happen 
here. So we have something to look for- 
ward to when the job commences. 


A special meeting of the Dundee Branch, 
A.S.S , was held in the Masonic Hall on the 
evening of Jan. 20, Mr. J. Ratte, vice- 
president, presiding. There was a fair 
attendance of members. The meeting took 
into consideration a special circular from 
the E.C., which was gone over and dis- 
cussed part by part, and voted on pro and 
con. After which the boatbuilders’ section 
intimated that they were desirous of ob- 
taining an advance in wages to bring them 
on a level with shipwrights. After being 
discussed, it was unanimously agreed to 
support their demand, and the secretary 
was instructed accordingly. Some dis- 
cussion then ensued on certain clauses of 





the New Harbour Bill, which the Dundee 
Harbour Board has seeking 
powers whereby policemen, harbour- 
masters, tide-watchers, etc., could stop 
and search any individual within the 
harbour bounds for matches, pipes, tobacco, 
etc. Strong disapprobation was expressed, 
and the clauses only require to be read by 
anyone to see the high-handed tyranny 
which they seek to enforce in this, the nine- 
teenth century. Instructions were then 
given to the Trades’ Council delegates to 
bring the matter before that body. The 
attention of the meeting was then called to 
the shipwrights’ strike at Cowes (I.W.), re- 
ported in Szararine of Jan 16th, and gratifi- 
cation was at the happy 
termination on of the small, but noble 
band of shipwrights. It is another example 
of “United we stand, divided we fall.” 
“Union is strength,” and, thanks to the 
the Cowes Branch, who have so manfully 
stuck together and taught, no doubt, to not 
afew of their neighbours round about a 
good lesson. The usual votes of thanks 
brought a happy meeting to a close. 





SEAMEN’S GRIEVANCES. 


Mr. Pimsott’s evidence at the Labour 
Commission on seamen’s grievances has 
fortunately attracted much attention, but 
the facts he mentioned as to deck-loading, 
bad food, and so forth, have so often been 
mentioned in Szararina, and are so familiar 
to our readers that it would only be repeat- 
ing an old old story to them were we to 
print it all again. It is matter for satisfac- 
tion that Mr. Plimsoll should have been 
able to at last attract public attention to 
grievances which seamen have known and 
suffered for many a year. 





No news is yet to hand regarding the overdue 
vessel Minnyhive, a British barque which left 
Swansea on July 351 for San Francisco. The vessel 
was spoken on Aug. 20, in 13 N. 26 W., since which 
she has not been reported. ‘Ihe premium on her 
is advancing slowly, underwriters in San Francisco 
showing a willingness to underwrite her as well as 
in Liverpool. Fifty guineas was paid on Monday 
for a small amount. 

OVERLOADING.—At Middlesbrough Jan. 22, John 
Hogg, master of the Aycliffe (s.), owned by 
Messrs. Hogg & Henderson, of Middlesbrough, 
was charged with causing the vessel to be so over- 
leaded as to submerge the centre of the load-line 
disc on a voyage from Bilbao to the Tees. That 
was the first charge against defendant, who had 
been 22 years master. The Bench said that during 
the winter months, in coming from Bilbao, captains 
should be careful to under rather than ovetload, 
They inflicted a fine of £25 and costs. 

SEAMEN SENT TO PRIs°N—At the Greenock 
Justice of the Peace Court on Jan. 25, before 
Justices Latham and Ross, two seamen, named 
William Baker and John M‘Ginnis, of the ship 
Valkyrie, owned by Messrs. J. D. Clink & Co., 
were charged with having refused to obey the 
orders of the officers. They pleaded guilty, but 
gave no explanation of their conduct. Mr. William 
Auld (fiscai) asked if they would be willing to go 
back tothe ship on payment of expenses in the 
prosecution, but this they would not do, and they 
were each sent to prison for eigh: weeks. 

GuN PRACTICE aT SEA —An official intimation 
has been received at Plymouth that the committee 
appointed to consider the whole question of 
artillery target practice seawards propose to 
take first the evidence of representatives of the 
War Office, and afterwards of those of the Ad- 
miralty. These witnesses will be examined in 
London on the 2nd prox. and the succeeding 
Tuesdays of each week, the proceedings being open 
to the public and the Press. Later the committee 
propose to go to Plymouth and elsewhere if neces- 

for the purpose of examining local witnesses, 
but this will probably not be before the Easter 
recess. 
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As Srararma last; week appeared in a 
smaller form, and later than usual, some 
explanation is due to our readers. As most 
of them are aware, Szarartne has been the 
organ of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, 
from whose members its support has, since 
March 30, 1889, been largely derived. 
The Executive Council of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union stopped that support. The 
mainstay of the paper being thus suddenly 
broken, the paper could only appear in a 
smaller and less expensive form. 

That the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
have rich and powerful enemies everyone 
knows. Most of the men who have quarrelled 
with the Union have at once gone to these 
enemies and joined them in attacking the 
Union. Mr. Cowie has not done that, and is not 
going todoit. The withdrawal of the Union 
support may mean much to him personally, 
but neither fear of loss nor promise of 
fortune will make him a traitor and turn- 
coat. There has been no quarrel between 
him and the Union. The Executive of that 
organisation simply decided, ostensibly in 
order to save money, to cease supporting 
Szararne, stating that they had no com- 
plaint against Mr. Cowie or the paper. It 
now appears that the Union is starting a 
paper of its own. 

Either there was some agreement with 
the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union and 
Srararrne or there was not. If there were 
no agreement the money paid to the paper 
was illegally paid, and those who paid it 
can be proceeded against at law. 

Mr. Wilson, general secretary of the Union, 
said on the subject before the Labour Com- 
mission when examined by Mr. Courtney, 
on Nov. 26, 1891, that a special meeting, 
called on the requisition of the majority of 
the Branches, would be required to stop 
the payments. No such special meeting bas 
been called or held. The decision to stop 
payment was come to by the Executive 
Council, which, according to Mr. Wilson's 
evidence, had not that power. 

For the present we need not here discuss 
the legal aspect of the matter. What we 
wish to ask the seamen is whether they con- 
sider it fair that the paper should be ruined 
for helping them? We do not think they do. 

Sgararine once had to suspend publica- 
tion before, and when, in 1889, it was re- 
sumed, the secretary of the largest Branch 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
wrote:—Allow me, with thousands of 
my fellows, to express to the com- 
mander of Szararine our great satisfac- 
tion and joy at seeing our smart little 
yacht under weigh again, with her sails full 
of a favouring wind, under the bright 
beams of the morning sun of a new start, 
in which I see visions of a bright future 





and a glorious success, as she leaves in her 
wake on the waves of Time records of the 
noble actions and lives of self-sacrificing 
men, who, through the dark days of the 
past, in the midst of bitter jealousy, slander 
and abuse, still fought manfully to break 
the fetters of their fellow ocean burden- 
bearers that bound them to a slavery more 
accursed than Cain’s, under a code of laws 
termed Merchant Shipping Acts, more 
penal in their character than those which 
rule a convict, most galling in their action, 
because they created pent up feelings which 
could find no vent through the columns of 
the public Press, a majority of whose 
editors thought only of advertisements, and 
feared the great marine capitalists, who, 
as autocrats of the situation, debarred poor 
Jack from having his say through their 
columns, and bringing his case before the 
sympathising British public. But when 
you gave us a representative paper of our 
own, you sent a thrill of new incentive 
through our veins, and made us feel that 
after all we were human beings and not 
asses or automatic machines. But ere we 
had fired a few shots from her port-holes 
she fell into the trough of the sea, and we 
lost sight of her between the billows. It 
was a pall upon us, or some darkly night 
cloud bringing with it pangs of a new 
despair, as if we had lost a star from the 
firmament, and with it lost all confidence in 
the honesty of men,as our fellows, with 
almost bated breath, said ‘ The shipowners 
have bought Srararine up, and sent her on 
another tack into the sea of oblivion.’ We 
rejoice to find that we were mistaken, and 
that once more there isa bright hope, a re- 
risen star in the firmament of our exist- 
ence.” 

Lest seamen should suspect the same 
thing again, we have frankly explained 
the position, so that they may understand 
that it rests with themselves what the 
future of the paper shall be. 

The decision of the Executive Council 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union would | 
be hard on any man in Mr. Cowie’s position. 
In his case it is doubly hard, as nobody can 
truthfully dispute that he has rendered | 
valuable services to the Union, which at | 
least merited thanks on the termination of 
his connection with that organisation, as 
well as compensation for his loss. Plenty 
of men and papers are ready to help the 
Union now that it is rich and strong. But 
it was neither rich nor strong when Szga- 
FARING first began to write it up. 

Some of those who profess to speak for 
the Union had better be wise in time, 
for we hear they say that the last bar- 
gain made between the Union and Sza- 
FARING was not put in the form of an 
agreement drafted by a lawyer and signed 
by both sides. Supposing, which we do 
not admit, that the agreement was only 
verbal, that proves confidence on both sides 
—to break it is all the more dastardly. No 
honest man would seek to break an agree- 
ment simply because it is not drafted by 
a lawyer, and a sailor we have always 
taken to be something more than an 
honest man. We decline to believe that the 
seamen themselves would stoop to any such 
pettifogging excuses, worthy only of an 
unscrupulous lawyer, as that some legal 
technicality had been neglected, and, confi- 
dent that the British seamen are honest 
men, who will not see a brother seaman 
sink for helping them, we, before taking 
further steps, appeal to them from the 
decision of the Executive Council of the 








Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union. 


NEWS. 


A woman named Combe, aged 61, residing at Leith, 
committed suicide by cutting her throat with a 
razor. 

General Booth, having terminated his mission to 
India, sailed from Bombay for England on Saturday. 

A poll taken at Lincoln has resulted in favour of 
the establishment of a free library by a majority 
of 489, the figures being 2,819 against 2,330. 

A French soldier having had a death sentence 
commuted to 20 years’ penal servitude, has peti- 
tioned against it on the ground that he prefers death 
to dishonour. 

It is reported in New York that the Sugar Trust 
has obtained control of the great sugar factories 
east and west of Claus Spreckels, who is known as 
the Hawaiian Sugar King. 

The Grand Duke Constantine Nicolaievitch, the 
Czar’s uncle and father of the Queen of the Hel- 
lenes, died at St. Petersburg on Sunday night. The 
deceased was in his 64th year. 

Though gold and coloured ornaments must be laid 
aside during the national mourning, diamonds 
are specially mentioned as admissible in the orders 
for Court mourning issued in the Gazette. 

The Correspondance Russe publishes the followi 
from Constantinpole: “It is stated at Constantinpole 
that the Sultan has advised the Khedive to hold an 
inquiry into the death of his father. In consequence 
of this advice, the Khedive has made a complete 
change in the staff of the palace officials.” 

The toadstools and mushrooms of the world have 
(as the Horticultural Times reminds us) been enu- 
merated and catalogued by a scientist, and it is 
found that there are 4,600 species. Not more than 5 
per cent. are definitely known to be edible, while 
from 30 to 100 are positively asserted to be very 
poisonous. 

An inquest has been held on the body of Thomas 
Taylor, aged 30, of independent means, who was 
found dead, shot through the heart, at the Crown 
Hotel, Berkhampstead. Papers on the body shewed 
that the deceased was in financial difficulties. 
The jury returned a verdict of suicide whilst ef un- 
sound mind. 

Cardinal Manning has died quite a poor man, 
considering the position which he occupied. Some- 
thing less than £3,000 in shares of the London 
and South-Western Railway form the bulk of his 
property, and, after paying off a loan contracted 
some years ago, the third of that sum is to be de- 
voted to Catholic charities. 

Joseph Hall, water-rate collector, of Kilburn, in 
the service of the Grand Junction Waterworks 
Company, who was convicted at the London County 
S:ssions, and sentenced to four months’ hard labour 


| for stealing £5 marked money from a brother- 


collector’s till at the Eaton Local Board, has com- 
mitted suicide in Holloway Prison. 

The Rome correspondent of the Daily Chronicle 
says: The Catholic dioceses in England are about 
to be grouned into two provinces, one of which will 
have at its head the Bishop of Newport and the other 
the Archbishop of Westminster. The grouping will 
take place before the appointment of @ successor 
to Cardinal Manning. 

The Russian Government (says a St. Petersburg 
telegram) intend to present the commune in the 
departments of Saratow and of Samara with certain 
lands, which are to be cultivated in common by all 
the inhabitants of each commune. The produce is 
to fill the commonal granaries. This is not a definite 
measure, but simply a trial. 

At Blackwood (Mon.) Police-court, an Aberbee 
farmer, named Stanfield, has been fined £5 an 
costs for cruelty to cattle. They were turned out on 
boggy land, where it was practically impossible to 
get food. Two were reduced to mere skeletons, 
and a post-mortem examination shewed that their 
stomachs were almost completely empty. 

Mr. David Cobb, who recently died in Dundee, 
has left £70,000 to be applied to local benevolent 
and charitable institutions. The trustees have sole 
discretion as to the disposition of the money. The 
deceased gentleman was a native of Dundee, and 
always took a great interest in the fishing population 
of the east coast of Scotland. He was never mar- 
ried, and had no near relations. 


The Paris Figaro publishes a despatch from 
Pesth which states that, notwithstanding official 
contradiction, the marriage of the Archduchess 
Stéphanie to the Duke of Braganza is definitely 
settled. The official statement to this effect will be 
made at the conclusion of the Court mourning. It 
may be mentioned as an interesting fact that the 
Duke was in the past the greatest friend of the 
Crown Prince Rudolph. 

A prominent Devonshire football player, named 
Brooking, captain of the Torquay Athletics, has 
met with a serious accident while playing in a 
League match at Totnes. He fell on his head, 
and other players fell upon him. On being picked 
up he was found to be unconscious, and bleeding 
from the mouth and nose. A medical man, who 
examined him, expressed the opinion that he was 
suffering from concussion of the brain. 
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SOME FUN. 


THE OCCASION AND THE MAN. 

The sublime strains of the “Wedding March,” 
played on the magnificent organ by the eminent 
musician as it never had been played before within 
those walls, pealed through the church. 

Slowly down the aisles came the wedding-party. 
— and in pe:fect form the principals and their 
friends and attendants ranged themselves in front 
of the altar and stood waiting. 

The music ceased and a solemn hush fell upon 
the assembly. 

Arrayed in bridal robes whose costly elegance and 
faultless taste might fitly environ but could not add 
to the charms of her lovely face and form stood the 
trusting girl who was about to give her happiness 
into the hands of another.: 

Proud and happy, with conscious strength and 
manly tenderness visible in every feature of his 
handsome face and in every line of his symmetrical, 
well-knit frame, stood the exultant young man who 
had chosen her from all the world as his heart’s 
mate. 

The clergyman broke the silence. In deep toner 
he began the impressive, time-consecrated exordiun. 
that prepares the way for the legal solemnisation of 
the sacrament of marriage, and proceeded until he 
came to these ever memorable words: 

“If any man car shew just cause why they may 
not lawfully be joined together let him now speak, 
or else hereafter for ever hold his peace.” 

He paused, in accordance with his habit and the 
requirements of the ceremony, and again a deep 
hush fell upon the congregation. The stillness was 
broken by a tall, slender man with eyeglasses and 
a hollow cough, who rose in a back seat. 

“While the audience is waiting,” he said, “I 
should like to offer a resolution to the effect that it 
is the sense of this meeting that the World’s 
Columbian exposition should not be opened on 
Sundays.” 





VARIOUS WAYS OF TELLING IT. 
The Vulgate. 

A lady slipped on a banana skin on School-street, 

yesterday afternoon, and broke a leg. 
The Staccato Style. 

It is a job for a surgeon. 

A banana skin did it. 

There was a slide, a scream, and a dull thud. 

The i was full of lingerie, frou-frou, 
hairpins, and bric-a-brac. 

It was laughable. 

But only to a few. 

A dozen men rushed gallantly to the rescue. 

It was a woman who had fallen. 

Horror! A nether limb broke. 

She was in agony. 

And all because of somebody’s carelessness. 

Saul has slain his thousands. 

The banana skin has slain its ten thousands. 

The Florid Style. 

Tripping lightly down School-street yesterday 
afternoon, her face all aglow with health, and her 
every muscle, nerve, vein, and artery in harmony 
with the invigorating autumnal atmosphere, a re- 
presentative of the softer sex was seen suddenly to 
deflect from the eg and in another in- 
stant this one of God’s last and best gifts to man 
came with crushing force to the hard, unyielding 

avement. The immediate cause of the unfortunate 
ady’s downfall was the greasy envelope of that 
tropical fruit, ‘the banana, which some thought- 
less, if not malicious, individual had cast upon the 
public sidewalk. The victim of this carelessness, 
or worse, had sustained a fracture of a limb, and 
it will be many weary weeks ere she will again be 
able to walk erect and stately as heretofore. 
The Facetious Style. 

She will be careful how she treads on banana 
skins hereafter. She didn’t know it was loaded; but 
it fired her. It is only a broken leg; not much 
comfort to her, but a good thing for the surgeon. 

There’s money init. People who throw away 
banana skins should be careful to so throw them ‘hat 
they will land with the slippery side down, unless 
they are in league with the bone-setting profession, 
In that case, of course, it is different. 





THE TERRIBLE FATE OF YE OLDE MISTER 
BROWNE, 
CuaprTeEr I, 
Ye olde Mister Browne goeth to ye popular 
theatre and heareth ye girl singeth ye song called 
“Annie Rooney,” and it pleases him greatly. 





Cuaprter II. 

Ye next day, as ye olde Mister Browne walketh 
down ye street he heareth ye organ-grinder playeth 
ye “Annie Rooney,” and he giveth him one dollar 
end smileth. 





Cuapter III. 
Ye [olde Mister Browne walketh farther down ye 
ftreet and heareth all ye dudes. and people whiste 





lingetn ye “Annie Nooney,” and then he signetn. 





Cuartzr IV. 
He goeth into ye bank to cash ye cheque and ye 
cashier hummeth ye “Annie Rooney,” and ye olde 
Mister Browne frowneth. 





CuarTze V. 
He goeth into his office and heareth all ye clients 
singingeth ye “Annie Rooney,” and he getteth very 
weary. 





Cuartsr VI. : 
He goeth to bed at night and his wife singeth ye 
“Annie Rooney” in her sleep, and he sweareth. 





Cuapter VII. 
He zoeth into ye office and heareth ye office boy 
whistlingeth ye “Annie Rooney,” an ye olde Mister 
Browne grabbeth him and wipeth ye floor,with him. 





Cuartger VIII. 
Ye office boy hath ye olde Mister Browne 
arrested, and ye police officer whistleth “Annie 
Rooney ” as they go along the street. 





Carrer IX. 
Ye olde Mister Browne is put in ye dark cell and 
other prisoners singeth ye “Annie Rooney,” and 
e becometh insane. 





CuarTer X. 

He grabbeth a knife and cutteth his throat and—-~ 
but perhaps the angels warbleth it. Verily, then_is 
there no hope at all for ye olde Mister Browne. 

i —Arkansaw Traveller. 





AN EVENING IN ATHENS. 

It was evening in Athens, and a few of the gang 
were sitting on the steps of the Parthenon, blowing 
cigar smoke over the Acropolis and discussing 
current events. 

“Did Ts hear that speech I made to-day?” 
inquired Demosthenes of Aschines. 

“Part of it only,” replied Aschines, with a half- 
observable sneer. “I hada case in the squire’s 
court and had to leave.” 

“It was a corker,” remarked young Diodorus,” 
who was under some obligations to the orator for 
tips in a speech of his own, recently delivered 
against Timocrates. 

“Thanks,” responded Demosthenes, with his eyes 
on Zischines; “glad you liked it. Where the dickens 
did you get those cigarettes ?” he continued to the 
young man; “they smell like the muzzle of an air- 
shaft in a Chicago zephyr.” 

The young man blushed and threw the cigarette 
over the wall. 

“I think your speeches are swagging down in the 
middle here lately,” observed Aischines, after the 
manner of those friends who tell us disagreeable 
things. 

“Rats!” expostulated Diodorus, coming to the 
ce man’s rescue. “You are talking through your 

t. 

“No,” interrupted Demosthenes, calmly; “my 
good friend Aschines is, I think, partially correct. 
I’ve been reading Chauncey Depew’s speeches lately, 
and though his stories are rather antique, perhaps 
the idea of their introduction is good, and the 
general style of his efforts is calculated to please. 
My style is too free from rhetorical embellishment, 
and I do not employ the wealth of imagery and 
— my pictures in exquisite detail as Chauncey 
oes.” 


“He may have the bulge on you there,” put in 
Diodorus, “but——” 

“Yes,” continued Demosthenes, “he has, and 
besides, he’s a railroad President and can eat in 
seven languages.” 

Zschines here took a fresh chew of old-gold 
Etruscan plug. 

“I think,” and the orator’s voice was saddened a 
little, “that, if I had it todo over again, I’d nos 
shut myself up in a cell with half my head shaved 
and eat pebbles, but would be a railroad President 
and cultivate my stomachic capacity. Chauncey 
may never be a Demosthenes, nor will ever Demos- 
thenes be a Depew,” and Demosthenes knocked the 
ashes out of his corn-cob pipe, caught the car down 
the incline and went to his boarding house on the 
Hobokenessus flats.—Detroit Free Press. 





AFTER THE DANGER’S OVER. 

He was looking at the call-box in a Chicago 
saloon, evidently for the first time. 

“What is that ?” he finally asked the barkeepex, 

“That’s a call-box,” replied that person. 

“What for ?” 

“Why, to call a messenger with, ora patrol 
waggon, or the police, or anything else, most. You 
see you ring once for a messenger, twice for a 
Waggon, and so on up to six times for a policeman.” 

“Have to ring six times for em, do you?” 

“Yes.” 

“More’n fer anybody else ?* 

“Yes.” 

“That’s it. Give ’em plenty of time to go around 
aftcr the danger’s all over.” 





LIVERPOOL NAVAL EXHIBITION— ‘1]< 
ments for this exhibition, which opens cn Ie). 
are in a very advanced state. Lord George 
Hamilton, the First Lord of the Admiralty, has 
undertakan to open the exhibition, which, it is ex- 
pected, willrun until well on into spring. The 
enterprise differs from most of the sort in that it 
is a municipal undertaking. It has been projected 
and carried out by a committee of the corporation, 
and it is held in a corporate building, viz., the 
Walker Art Gallery. The rooms in this building 
afford spacious accommodation for exhibits, and, 
by utilising the basements, a theatre and concert 
hall, with promenades and smoke rooms have been 
secured. In the recent exhibition at Chelsea the 
committee found, ready to hand, a vast number of 
objects of interest. The Nelson relics, for example, 
have all been secured. Besides this source, 
however, there has been no lack of supply, 
and, aS a consequence, the exhibition wil 
be of exceptional interest. Ship models, {both 
of the Royal Navy and the mercantile marine, 
are very numerous, and the collection of pictures is 
very striking. The standing attractions of the 
exhibition will be supplemented by many and 
varied entertainments. The Corporation hope not 
only to provide a means of prolonged interest and 
instruction to the citizens and visitors from other 
towns, but to secure a handsome surplus, which 
will be expended upon art purchases for the city. 


ALLEGED ILL-TREATMBNT.—A lad named Har- 
rison was, on Saturday, summoned before the 
county magistrates at Canterbury for breach of his 
apprenticeship indentures with Mr. Fairbrass, a 
Whitstable shipowner. The breach was admitted, 
but for the defence evidence was called to show 
that the apprentice was ill-treated by the mate of 
the vessel, and that when he attempted to get 
ashore to report the matter to the Custom House 
officer the mate threw him down and held him by 
the throat. A rope was also tied round him, by 
which the mate and skipper tried to pull him off 
the vessel on which he had taken refuge. The 
Bench decided that the articles of apprenticeship 
must be complied with, but intimated that Mr. 
Fairbrass must see the boy was not again sutjected 
to such treatment, and that he was not sent back 
to the same vessel. 


#9, ), 








AS OTHERS SEE US, 


International Seamen's Congress. — “ The 
recognised organ of seafaring men.” 

Resolution passed at meetings of seafaring 
men in principal ports :—*“ This meeting 
pledges itself to support Szaranme.” 

Ship Masters’ and Officers’ Union.—“ Best 
medium for advertising.” 

Morning Advertiser.—“ Smartly written.” 

Daily Chronicle.-—“ Ably conducted.” 

Reynolds's Weekly Newspaper.—“ Bright.” 

Marine Record.—“ Doing pioneer work.” 

Coast Seamen’s Journal.—* Come to stay.” 

Railway Review.—“ Circulation nearly 
20,000.” 

Literary World..—“ Will be appreciated by - 
all who go down to the sea in ships.” 

Coast Seamen’s Union (San Francisco).— 
“A worthy champion of the sailors’ cause.” 

Star.— Good literary matter.” 

Liverpool Daily Post.—Most popular.” 

Glasgow Herald.—“ Interesting.” 

Liverpool Mercury.— The organ of the sea- 
faring class.” 

Weekly Times and Echo.— The t of 
the Seamen’s and Fishermen’s Unions.”. 

Weekly Dispatch—“The success of the Sea- 
men’s Union has been largely due to the 
sagacity and energy with which Szararma 
has advocated the cause of the sailor.” 

The People.—* Useful.” 

Liverpool Echo.—“ Multiform attractions.” 

The Democrat.—“ Useful work.” 

Seaboard—“ A warranty of long life.” 

Baillie. —“* Dealing even-handed justice.” 

Weekly Budget.—“A career of much 
prosperity and usefulness.” 
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PATENT WOVEN BANNERS 





CEORCE TUTILL, Artistic Banner Painter, 


And Manufacturer of the Banners for the Tugboat Branch, Grays Branch, Gravesend 
Branch, Tower Branch, etc., of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, and Maker of the 
Emblem of the Union. Also Manufacturer of the Regalia for the various Branches. 





88, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 





SAMUEL BEGG, 
Treasurer Hull Branch N.A.8. &F.U. 


TURK’S HEAD HOTEL, 
MYTONGATE, HULL 


CONCERT ROOM OPEN EVERY EVENING 
AT SRYEN O'CLOCK. 


WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 





SEAMEN should visit this Establishment. 
(Close to Hast India Dock.) 


WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, & COMPLETK 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTERS, 


NEEDLE AND ANCHOR, 


P. M. LEIBOW & CO., 
210 & 219, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON, E. 


Captains Supplied at Wholesale Prices 
OILSKINS AND SEA-BOOTS A SPECIALITY 


PAWNBROKERS, 
Liberal advances made on all kinds of property. 





BANNER StGMh ESS 


SILK, 
FOR SOCIETIES, UNIONS, SCHOOLS. &C. 
ANY SUBJECT ARTISTICALLY PAINTED OR 
EMBROIDERED; 


o—=rw 
Also SASHES, COLLARS, APRONS, BAND CAPS, UNIFORMS, 
COMMITTEE BADGES, GOLD STARS, TASSELS, LACES, 
SPANGLES, MILITARY, NAVAL, VOLUNTEER, THEATRICAL 
REQUISITES, CLUB DEVICES, &c. 


TOYE’S MASONIC DEPOT, 
18, LITTLE BRITAIN, LONDON. 
MRS. ROBERT BAXTER, 
SAILORS’ HOME, 
HAST PIBRHBAD, 
BO'NESS. 

ZJHH BEST HOUSE FOR 


SAILORS’ & FIREMEN 8 BOOTS & SHOES 


S. VINICOMBE'S, 
11& 28, VIOTORIA DOOK RD., E, 
ESTABLISHED 1867: 











SHIPWRIGHTS’ SOCIETY. 


NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 


Members of the above Society are 
recommended to buy and read 
SEAFARING. Members are re- 
quested to give their orders to the 
representative appointed by their 
Branch as agent, and the agent must 
forward the number they require not 
later than Tuesday in each week, to 
our Registered Office, 3, St. Nicholas 
Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
ALEX. WILKIE, Gen. Sec. 


SAFE ANCHORAGE. 


WHERE TO BOARD, 
UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 
Bo/mamn— Miss Beater, Sailors’ Home, East Pier- 








CarpirF.—N. A. 8. & F. Union Home and Stores 
se -street, Custom House-street 
Bute-street, John Gardner, 

ant er. 
Huuu.—N. A. 8. & oF. Union Home, 5, Prince- 

street, Dagger-lane. 

Loxpon.—N. A. 8. & F. Boarding House, Mre 
ae Jeremiah-street, East 





THE 
EMPIRE 
PALACE OF VARIETIES 
QUEEN STREET, 
CA RDIE FE. 


GOLDIE BROS., 
ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS, 


QUEEN STREET STUDIO, 
66 QUBENW ST.,CARDIFF. 








Photos of Mr. J. H. Wilson may be had. 


“ Dear Sin,—I received my photo, wah I consider ao 
excellent specimen of the photo art.—J. H. Wruson. 


Cc. R. SHORT, 
Trustee Tidal Basin Branch Seamen’s Union 


AND 
Treasurer of the Non-Freemen of the 
River Thames. 


TIDAL BASIN TAVERN, 
LONDON. 
Wines, Spirits, & Ales of the Best Quality. 


PHILHARMONIC RESTAURANT 


St. Mary Street, CARDIFF. 


DINNERS. TEAS. SUPPERS. 


Wines and Spirits of finest quality. Billiard 
and Smoking Rooms. 


G. F. CULLEY, Manager. 











LONDON. 
N. A. S.&F. BOARDING HOUSE, 


Mrs. HICKS, 
13, JEREMIAH STREET, 


Four Doors from Green’s Home Branch Office. 





N. A. S. & F. UNION HOME 
5, PRINCE STREET, HULL 
(Next door to the Unity Hall). 


G. A. HODGSON, Proprictor, 


Financial Member, Hull Branch. 


HENRY PHILLIPS, 


OPPOSITE 


TIDAL BASIN STATION, 


AND 
57, BARKING RD., VICTORIA DOCKS, 
LONDON, E.. 


PAWNBROKER, SAILORS’ OUTFITTER, 
GENERAL SALESMAN: 





A NEW DEPARTURE!! 
ARTISTIC HAND-PAINTED 


BANNERS 


AND 
EMBLEMS OF MEMBERSHIP 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


I/lustrated Circular and Testimonials 
sent free on Application. 


BLADES, EAST & BLADES, 


UNIONIST MANUFACTURERS TO THE 
ASSOCIATED SHIPWRIGHTS, 
UNITED MACHINISTS, 


ETC., ETC., 


23, ABCHURCH LANE, E.C. 
MASTERS & Co. 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
NEWPORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair dealing, one fixed 

price, and no abatement; also, being the largest 

Cages of Clothing in the Prinei ty, can sell 
cheaper than smaller buyers. 


MASTERS & COQ,; 


29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS & CO,, 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 


MASTERS & CQ., 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET. NEWPORT. 











National Amalgamated Sailors’ & Firemen’s Union, 


W. E, WARD’S 
COMFORTABLE BOARDING HOUSE 


FOR 


RESPECTABLE SEAMEN, 


9/21, TIDAL BASIN RD., VICTORIA DOCK 


LONDON. 


McCANN & CQO., 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BARRY: 
Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at MoOann & Co.’s. We buy for Oash from the best manu< 
facturers, which enables us to give the best value to our 
customers. One rice; no abatement, The Largest Stock 

n the neighbourhood. 

McCANN & CO., London House, Holton-rd., Barry. 

Near Victoria Hotel; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office. 


TOBAGGONISTS COMMENCING, 
JEWELLERS, STATIONERS, &0. 
An Illustrated Guide (229 pages, ad.) 
* How to open a er Store, £20 to 
ei, 000,”—ToBAacconisTs’ OUTFITTING 
Co., 186, Euston-rd., London. — 


—A Prospectus o on m the 0 other T; 
(free).—Manager, H. Myers, Establish 











Published by the Editor and Proprietor, A. Cowze, at 150, Minories, London, B. 














